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The 150t Anniversary of the Birth of Yukio OZAKI, the Politician who
Presented the Japanese Cherry Blossom Trees to Washington D.C. and
Petitioned for Disarmament, Peace and, Mental Globalism

tH H&E
UEDA Kuniyoshi

Abstract: The year 2008 is the 150t anniversary of the birth of Yukio OZAKI (1858-1954),
who sent 3000 Japanese cherry saplings to Washington D.C. in 1912. Mr. OZAKI devoted
his 63-year career as a Congressman in Japan to importing and establishing democracy
there. During this time he also pleaded for disarmament both domestically and abroad,
actively encouraged antiwar sentiment, and petitioned for mental globalization. He
advocated the creation of the World Federation, an organization for maintaining world
peace, until the end of his life at the age of 95. To commemorate the 150t anniversary of
his birth, an event was held at the Kensei-Kinenkan (Constitution Memorial Center) in
Tokyo on November 20th, The Speaker of the House of Representatives in Japan, the
President of its House of Councilors, and the former Japanese prime minister Junichiro
KOIZUMI all made short speeches. OZAKT’s third eldest daughter, Yukika SOUMA, who
had acted as his personal interpreter whenever he visited the U.S. was scheduled to speak,
but unfortunately she passed away just 10 days prior to the event at the age of 96. OZAKI,
who never became prime minister in Japan, was expected by politicians in the U.S. to do so
after the World War II. When he died, many overseas governments lauded him as a “great
statesman”, and sent gifts, among which was a picture of Abraham Lincoln painted by
President Eisenhower himself. This essay also discusses the characteristics of OZAKI's
idea for the World Federation, which stressed as its function the prevention and arbitration
of international disputes, leaving domestic issues to be settled by the governments of each
individual country. Ozaki believed that international education in all countries is an

essential part of overall education.

Keywords: Yukio (Gakudou) OZAKI, Potomac cherry, democracy, disarmament, antiwar,
world peace, international education, “World Federation”, Yukika SOUMA, Shigeaki
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